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Speech Professor Huibert Pols, Rector Magnificus Erasmus University Rotterdam 

Opening of the Academic Year 2014-2015, September 1, 2014 

(alleen gesproken woord geldt) 

 

‘Strength from Openness’ 

 

Your Majesty, ladies and gentlemen, 

 

When I was appointed as Rector Magnificus last November during the Erasmus University’s 

centennial celebration, I quoted the famous musician Frank Zappa, who said: A mind is like a 

parachute, it doesn’t work if it is not open. Every university should be open-minded, particularly 

when it looks at the challenges ahead. Today, I would like to take Frank Zappa’s words and use them 

to make a theme for the forthcoming academic year: ‘Strength from Openness’.  

 

Our goal is high-quality education and research, and to accomplish this we must discuss our 

academic duties openly within our university. I, therefore, would like to advocate a culture in which 

we operate not only as autonomous professionals but, above all, as team players. How? By actively 

engaging with each other. By being both critical and supportive to each other. In my view an open 

culture is crucial to progress.  

 

In addition, openness is a pillar of our integrity policy. Encouraging co-operation between 

researchers from different disciplines can lead to new insights and relationships. What’s more, an 

open culture like this can give our university’s profile for research and education an extra dimension. 

 

It is also important to extend this culture of openness to the world outside of our university. 

Scholarship is meant to be for the benefit of wider society. Universities therefore have a duty to 

show the knowledge and insights that we have gained. Indeed, it is our duty to contribute to society 

by sharing this knowledge and these insights.  

 

European Union programmes like Horizon 2020  are dealing with major social challenges for a good 

reason; to drive economic growth and create jobs. Our role is complementary to that. Erasmus 

University is an important source and provider of knowledge. Let’s show our Rotterdam mentality by 

engaging openly and directly within our university, and by looking beyond our borders and be part of 

the world outside. 

 

Universities must also be open and accountable about their performance in research and education. 

We should focus on the quality rather than the quantity of our work.  
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In this respect I am pleased with the stronger emphasis on quality in the new protocol for evaluating 

research. I’m also pleased that we will be paying more attention to the valorisation of research and 

its application and relevance to society. 

 

It is good that universities must be as open and as clear as possible about measuring  the quality of 

their work and presenting it to the outside world. Openness and clarity lead to trustworthiness, an 

important pilar of a university. 

 

Later this autumn, the Dutch government Minister for Education, Culture and Science will present a 

new outlook for the future of Dutch science, which is called the ‘Wetenschapsvisie’ in Dutch. I hope 

this will provide scope for universities so they can define the quality of education and research as a 

key product of their own responsibilities 

 

Openness also requires  a healthy dose of vulnerability, which is an essential part of pursuing 

knowledge. By definition, scientific outcomes must be critically discussed. It is the only way for 

science to advance. An attitude of openness, therefore, strengthens the entire university. I believe in 

an academic culture that dares to grow and flourish from vulnerability and is based on its own 

strength. The sciences at Erasmus University are strong enough for such an approach.  

 

At this opening of the academic year however, only words are not enough. The message of openness 

and integrity must run throughout the year, and  therefore will be monitored during the meetings of 

the Board of Deans. I will also work to foster more co-operation between the disciplines in our 

university. And you can hold me accountable for achieving progress in this regard. 

 

Keeping that message of openness and integrity in mind, it is with great pleasure that I now declare 

the 2014-2015 academic year open.  

 

I wish our students and scientific staff every success and look forward to further improve our 

strength as Erasmus University by being open to each other and to society.  

 


