
                                                                                                                

 

9 Key points to bridge the innovation divide 

As Dutch universities and research institutions, we are committed to actively engage in new 

cooperation with universities and researchers all over Europe. We need to build the 

knowledge base of Europe as a whole and not just in specific regions. With the following 9 

key points we want to contribute to the debate on this important issue. 

 

On European level  

1. Make the current widening instruments more flexible. For instance by creating more 

phases in the teaming-instrument e.g. adapting the format of awarding pilot 

projects, in order to reduce the current giant step from phase 1 to phase 2. And by 

creating the possibility for a part-time ERA Chair.  

2. Develop additional widening instruments that lead to a win-win situation and appeal 

to as many researchers as possible. An instrument could for instance stimulate the 

development of cutting-edge research infrastructure in widening regions, which can 

be used by researchers of all partners involved. 

3. Make better use of the different EU-programmes to address issues regarding 

Europe’s knowledge base. Use the ESIF-programme and in particular the research 

and innovation strategies for smart specialisation (RIS3) better to build a sound base 

for research endeavours all over Europe and to link research to smart specialisation. 

Use FP9 for excellent research and to secure the position of Europe as a global player 

in research and innovation. 

 

On national and regional level 

4. Make sure that all countries and regions commit to concrete actions contributing to 

bridging the innovation divide.  

a. Widening areas could for instance commit to increase the use of the 

Structural and Investment Funds for the development of research 

infrastructure and human capital and for the modernization of HEIs and 

education systems. This should go hand in hand with national investments in 

research and research infrastructure. Only this two way approach can bridge 

the innovation gap in widening countries.  

b. Other regions or countries could for example make a larger contribution to 

the Policy Support Facility or stimulate the development of projects that 

bridge the innovation divide within their own national research programmes.  

5. Enable NCP’s all over Europe to take a pivotal networking role and to connect 

researchers and institutions from across the innovation divide actively. Invest in the 

ability of NCP’s to map the European research landscape and spot promising 

connections.  

 

On institutional and project level 

6. Endorse the importance of bridging the innovation divide: both for Europe as a whole 

as for your own institution. Stipulate this in documents such as institutional 

strategies.  
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7. Based on your strategic objectives and research focus areas, actively look for 

partners in widening countries that are a potential match. 

8. Stimulate and facilitate researchers to actively engage in widening projects. 

Stimulate researchers for instance by organising network events and actively 

rewarding involvement in widening projects. Facilitate researchers for example with 

excellent and dedicated support staff.  

9. Start small with a clearly defined project and with well-defined goals, but also make 

sure the development of a common vision of long term goals and ambitions. 

 


