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Introduction 
 
This document lays down the scientific research definition agreements. These 
definitions are the result of close consultation with university participants, have been 
evaluated by means of a pilot and were approved by the General Council of the 
Association of Universities in the Netherlands (VSNU) on 11 June 2010 (AB VSNU 
meeting 207). 
 
These agreements define four main types of research output, each with various 
forms of publications. The classification criterion used to determine to which main 
type the research output should be allocated is the target audience (see notes). This 
document contains specific definitions pertaining to each publication type. 
 
Key elements of the definition agreements 
 
The definition agreements are based on the following core assumptions: 
 
1 Research output is aimed at three distinct audiences:  

a) Researchers.  
b) Interested professionals.  
c) Broader public. 

 
2 The agreements cover only the bibliographically traceable part of the research 

output. Note: this does not include submitted but as yet unpublished publications. 
 
3 The agreements apply to output in both print and non-print form (electronic 

publications, audiovisual media, computer program). 
 
4 Research publications are categorised into four main types based on purpose 

and audience:  
a) scientific publications,  
b) professional publications, 
c) popular publications, 
d) other results. 

 
5 In the case of journal articles and conference papers in the main category of 

‘scientific publication’ a distinction is made based on whether the publication is 
evaluated by independent content experts (referee system). 

 
6 Each main category distinguishes several different types of publications. In some 

cases, a publication type is classed under two or more main categories. When 
deciding to which main category a publication should be awarded, the description 
of the main category prevails. 

 
7 Publications are related to programmes en projects. 
 
8 Publications are related to authors en organisational units. 
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The four categories of Scientific publications, Professional publications, 
Popular publications and Other results 

Publications are classed as scientific publications, professional publications, popular 
publication or other results are based on the target group. 
 
The definitions assume that classification cannot be based on the ‘scientific 
character’ but only on het target group to which the publication is addressed. After all, 
the ‘scientific character’ is in principle the same as and independent of the target 
group at which the publication on the research results is aimed. Academic research 
generates sound, reliable knowledge that is made permanently available and 
accessible through publication.  
 
Quality criteria do not play any role in the breakdown into four categories. The reason 
for this are as follows: 
(1) quality criteria cannot be applied at the time of the data entry; 
(2) quality criteria cannot be based on a formal classification, but only on 

consideration of content ; 
(3) there is no reason to assume that research-oriented publications are 

necessarily of higher quality than publications aimed at other target groups; 
(4) it is impossible to capture all conceivable quality characteristics, such as size, 

innovation relevance, status of the author, status of the publication medium 
etc., for all disciplines and all assessment situations in standard definition 
agreements. 

Accessibility 

Public accessibility is consired an important feature of research publications. In this 
context, publications that are not publicly available are a contradiction in terms. 
Publications are only public if they are traceable and permanently available – in other 
words, bibliographically traceable. A television broadcast is public, but in principle is 
not traceable and available after the time of broadcast unless special stepts are 
taken such as archiving the recordings. The same applies to electronic publications. 
 
In addition to considerations of ‘availability’ and ‘traceability’, accessibility must also 
provide for ‘verifiability’: where stored data is also used for quantitative analysis, 
there must be safeguards against incorrect input. The risk of incorrect input can 
immediately be reduced by attributing as little independent interest as possible to 
counts of publication totals. A count should never serve as anything more than a 
general indicator and in the case of careful analysis must always be accompanied by 
other information and safeguards for proper interpretation, such as rebuttal. 

Referee system 

The classification into refereed and non-refereed journal articles and conference 
papers within the main category of ‘scientific publications’ uses an objectively 
recordable feature to allow meaningful categorisation or selection without implying 
differences in quality. A ‘referee system’ means a publication is evaluated by 
independent content experts. 

Double counting 

Double counting has been a problem for years because it is often difficult to allocate 
publications with multiple authors or contributions by several organisational units to 
only one author of unit, as the guidelines dictate. 
Such allocation is not strictly necessary to avoid double counting. If two authors have 
contributed to an article, it is not double counting if the article appears in their both 
lists of publications. In the list of publications of the faculty of both authors, that 
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publication should only occur once, but it is not necessary for the publication to be 
attributed to only one author! The same applies to contributions by two faculties to 
one publication: while the publication may only be listed once in the university 
overview, it need not be assigned to just one faculty. Where aggregation is applied, 
its is normal for the totals to drop. 
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Format Output 
 
 
1. Scientific publication 

a. ‘Refereed’ article in a journal 
b. ‘Non-refereed’ article in a journal 
c. Book  

d. Volume / book chapter 
e. Dissertation 

1. Dissertation 1 
2. Dissertation 2 

f. ‘Refereed’ convention contribution 
g. ‘Non-refereed’ convention 

contribution 
 
2. Professional publication 

a. Article in a journal 
b. Book 

c. Volume / book chapter 

d. Annotation 
e. Conference proceeding 

f. Protocol 
g. Report 

 
3. Popular publication 

a. Book 

b. Volume / book chapter 
c. Contribution to daily newspaper / 

weekly magazine or journal
 
 
4. Other results 

a. Patent 

b. Book review 
c. Book editing 

d. Journal editing 
e. Inaugural lecture 
f. Abstract 
g. Design 
h. Television or radio appearance 
i. Miscellaneous 
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Definities Output 
 
 Definition Explanation 
1. Scientific 
publication 
 

A publication by (a member or 
members of) staff relating to the 
results of scientific research aimed at 
the forum of researchers, published in 
the reporting year (x).  

A focus on the targetgroup of researchers 
means that a publication has specific features 
such as an emphasis on the research process, 
justification of methodology and reference to 
previous research results. These features can 
vary per discipline. In principle, a scientific 
publication relates to the results of the 
author’s own scientific research designed to 
contribute towards increasing scientific 
knowledge. Exceptions to this rule include 
publications that relate to research performed 
by others but still clearly contribute towards 
increasing scientific knowledge (instead of 
solely disseminating this this knowledge), such 
as a review article. 

a. ‘Refereed’ article in a 
journal 

An article that has been subject to a 
critical, independent review by one or 
more experts in the field, called 
‘referees’, who are responsible for 
determining whether the topic of the 
article falls within the scope of the 
journal and who establish the 
originality, quality of the research, 
clarity of presentation etc.  
 

If it can be argued that the journal has an 
extensive ‘editorial board’ (≠ editorial staff), 
with members who are considered experts in 
their field and who can independently 
express their views (who effectively function 
as referees), then an article can be regarded 
as ‘refereed’. 
If it is unclear whether an article is ‘refereed’ in 
accordance with the above description, or if 
there are doubts as to the independence of the 
referee process, the article is classed as 
publication type b. 

b. ‘Non-refereed’ article 
in a journal 

An article that has not been subject to 
a critical review as referred to under 
a.  

 

c. Book  This does not include book editing, which is 
classed under the main category of ‘Other 
results’. If the editor of a book as also written 
one or more chapters of the book him or 
herself, this publication is classed under d) 
volume/book chapter. 

d. Volume/book chapter Part of a book (chapter).  

e. Dissertation Publication on the basis of which the 
title of Doctor has been conferred at 
the university. 
 

A distinction is made between two types of 
publication within this category;  
1 the conferral of a doctorate at the 

candidate’s own institution, internally 
prepared; 

2 the conferral of a doctorate at the 
candidate’s own institution, externally 
prepared; 

The previously used publication type ‘conferral 
of a doctorate at another institution, internally 
prepared’ has been dropped as these 
publications cannot be allocated ot the 
university in question. 
If the above distinction cannot be made, the 
dissertations are aggregated at the level of 
dissertation. 

f. ‘Refereed’ conference 
proceedings 

A full version of an article as part of 
a collection of scientific articles 
published in the context of a 
convention.  
The article has been subject to a 
critical, independent review by one or 
more experts in the field, called 
‘referees’, who are responsible for 
determining whether the topic of the 
article falls within the scope of the 

In Metis this category includes both ‘bundled 
articles’ and ‘proceedings’. 
 

If it can be argued that the article has been 
reviewed by an extensive ‘editorial board’ (≠ 
editorial staff), with members who are 
considered experts in their field and who can 
independently express their views (who 
effectively function as referees), then an article 
can be regarded as ‘refereed’. 
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journal and who establish the 
originality, quality of the research, 
clarity of presentation etc. 
 

If it is unclear whether an article is ‘refereed’ in 
accordance with the above description, or it 
there are doubts as to the indepence of the 
referee process, the article is classed as 
publication type g. 

g. ‘Non-refereed’ 
convention contribution 

A full version of an article as part of 
a collection of scientific articles 
published in the context of a 
convention.  
The article is not subject to a critical 
review as referred to under f.  

In Metis this category includes both ‘bundeld 
articles’ and ‘proceedings’. 

   

2. Professional 
publication 

A publication by (a member or 
members of) staff relating to the 
results of scientific research aimed at 
professionally interested parties, 
published in the reporting year (x).  

The term ‘professionally interested parties’ 
refers to those persons who are interested in 
the research results based on the practice of 
their profession (excluding the occupational 
group of scientific researchers). 
A focus on the target group of professionally 
interested parties means that a publication has 
specific features such as an emphasis on the 
use of the research results in the practice of 
certain professions, the use of professional 
jargon and the professional experience of the 
practioners.  
Professional publications are designed not so 
much to increase, but instead to disseminate 
scientific knowledge and to promote the 
application of existing knowledge. 
Some examples of professional fields:  

 medicine  
 law  
 accountancy  
 management consultancy  
 politics and policy 
 education 
 social welfare 

a. Article in a journal   

b. Book   

c. Volume/book chapter   

d. Annotation A legally explanatory comment on a 
decision handed down by a court or 
arbitral tribunal.  

According ffto a decision by the DOO Law, 
Ánnotations’fall within the category of 
professional publications. 
In the report entitled Oordelen over rechten 
(‘Judging Law Research’) issued by the 
Committee for Preparations for the 
Assessment of Law Research (Commissie 
Voorbereiding Ondezoeksbeoordeling 
Rechtsgeleerdheid), Oct. 2005, on p.34, 
paragraph 2, the first sentence states: Únless 
there is good reason to decide otherwise in 
exceptional cases, the committee therefore 
stipulates that annotations must generally be 
classed as professional publications’.  

e. Conference 
proceedings 

A full version of an article as part of 
a collection of scientific articles 
published in the context of a 
convention. The article is not subject 
to a critical review as referred to 
under 1f.   

In Metis this publication type included both 
‘bundled articles’and ‘proceedings’. 

f. Protocol Instructions describing how to act in 
specific situations. 

 

g. Report Reporting on research alsmost 
always by commission. 

Reports are classed as professional 
publications as they are a product aimed at the 
target group of professionally interested 
parties. 
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This does not included confidential reports, for 
reasons of traceability.  

   

3. Popular 
publication 

A publication by (a member of 
members of) staff relating to the 
results of scientific research and 
aimed at a broad public, published in 
the reporting year (x). 
 

A publication that reports on the results of 
scientific research and targets educated 
laypeople. .  
 
Explanation:  
A focus on the target group of educated 
laypeople means that a publication has 
specific features such as general, 
understandable language and no need for 
prior knowledge. 
Example: articles in daily newspapers and 
weekly magazines, encycloaedia entries. 

a. Book   

b. Volume/book chapter   

c. Contribution to daily 
newspaper / weekly 
magazine of journal 

A submission or interview printed in 
an international, national or regional 
daily newspaper / weekly magazine 
of journal. 

Newspapers, magazines and journals. 

   

4. Other resultats   

a. Patent An exclusive right to make or sell an 
industrial product that is granted by 
the government or competent 
authority in the reporting year (x).  

Based on a patent granted in accordance with 
SEP requirements. The body that has been 
granted is not relevant at this time. All existing 
patents will be grouped together until such 
time as clear patent registration procedures 
are in place and there is agreement regarding 
the desired indicator. 
Please do note that patents must appear in the 
register with at least the following 
details:inventor(s) (=author), title, 
requested/granted, requesting organization 
(under ‘Remarks’), priority numbers and letter 
code (= patent number) and date. These 
details ensure traceability. 

b. Book review A book review is a description, critical 
analysis and evaluation of the quality, 
intention and significance of a book, 
focusing on its objective, content and 
'authority’. 

Book reviews are classed under the main 
category of ‘Other results’ regardless of 
whether they concern a scientific, professional 
of other type of publication. 

c. Book editing Editing of a book. Book editing is classed under the main 
category of ‘Other results’. If the editor of a 
book has also written one of more chapters of 
the book him or herself, this publication is 
classed under d) volume. This is because 
editing is an activity and not a type of 
publication. However, as it is one often named 
by scholars, the option to submit it has been 
included, albeit under this main category.  

d. Journal editing Editing of a journal Journal editing is classed under the main 
category of ‘Other results’. This is because 
editing is an activity and not a type of 
publication. However, as it is one often named 
by scholars, the option to submit it has been 
included, albeit under this main category. 

e. Inaugural lecture A public speech made on the 
occassion when a newly appointed 
professor officially takes up his or her 
post. 

 

f. Abstract An abstract is a concise independent 
publication that describes a future or 
existing more extensive publication.l 

It is becoming increasingly common for 
researchers to write abstracts. This is due in 
part to the growth in online journals and online 
presentations of long articles, as well as to the 
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rise in submission for research grants, book 
proposals, volumes and conference 
contributions.  
This does not include abstracts that are 
included in articles and books (summaries). 

g. Design A design is a description (projection 
or model) of the real thing as planned 
or produced. A design can comprise 
a textual description, a Computer Aid 
Design model, a drawing, a pattern, a 
scale model etc. 

Designs are classed under the main category 
‘Other results’ as no clear definition exists as 
yet and because they are often not 
bibliographically traceable.  
Once there is more clarity, this type of 
publication can be classed under professional 
publications. 

h. Television or radio 
appearance 

An interview or contribution broadcast 
in an international, national or 
regional television or radio 
programme. 

 

i. Miscellaneous. This type of publication is intended to 
permit the addition of publications 
that are deemed to be of real value 
and that cannot be classed under one 
of the other publication types. 

Universities are expressly requested to specify 
which types of publications are being included 
when submitting them in order to make it 
possible to determine at a later stage whether 
furhter distinction is needed when requesting 
publication types. 

 


